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The Issues
The role of an MP can be varied, here are just some of the issues I've pursued since 2015.

Foreword

Welfare and Benefits 

Broadband Speed

Employment

Gambling Related Harm 

Drugs Reform & Substance Abuse 

The changes introduced to the welfare system by the UK Government have negatively affected some of the most 
vulnerable people in the constituency. My caseworkers have reported a significant increase in the number of cases 
relating to Personal Independence Payment, Tax Credits and Employment Support Allowance. 

Many constituents, particularly in Inverkip and Kilmacolm, have expressed frustration at their internet speed. It's 
particularly vital that local businesses are not disadvantaged by slow internet in the digital age. I have already met with 
the UK Government and service providers in an effort to push for faster roll-out of broadband infrastructure.

Gambling addiction continues to blight our society. I have lobbied the UK Government to take action on Fixed Odds 
Betting Terminals (FOBTs) and I am a member of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on FOBTs at Westminster. I've 
also campaigned for the money in dormant betting accounts to be used to assist problem gamblers.

Employment and depopulation are the biggest issues facing the area. My primary focus has been on efforts to 
reindustrialise Inverclyde through the development of renewable energy. I have also established a working group to 
investigate the regeneration of the Spango Valley site. 

It's clear that the 'war on drugs' has failed and we need new solutions to tackle substance abuse. Other countries, 
such as Portugal, have de-criminalised drug use and have been more effective in getting people away from drugs. My 
motion regarding this issue attracted cross-party support in the UK Parliament and I hope this stimulates an open and
honest discussion about the future direction of drugs policy in Scotland.

Other Issues have included: Clyde Unexploded Ordnance, Women's Pensions, Childhood Obesity and Flooding.

Foreword

It has been almost two years since I was elected to 
represent Inverclyde at the UK Parliament.  

Over that time I believe that we've made a solid start in 
addressing the problems facing Inverclyde and it's vital 
that we build a foundation on which the area can 
continue to grow. 

I will work with anyone, from any political background, to 
secure jobs, investment and funding opportunities for the 
people of Inverclyde. 

Inverclyde is a great place to live and work but we still 
face many challenges. With a constructive attitude I'm 
confident that we can bring about positive change within 
the community. 

Ronnie Cowan MP 



In Parliament

Parliamentary  
Work

In Numbers
22

Parliamentary Debates

46
Written Questions

204
Parliamentary Votes

10
Oral Questions

Voted For

Campaigns

Voted Against

Measures to tackle tax avoidance 
UK membership of the EU 
An elected House of Lords 
A broadband voucher scheme

Bank Branch Closures 
Dormant Betting Accounts 

Spousal Visas
Iraq Inquiry 
Concentrix 
Broadband 

Job Centre Closures 

Drug Decriminalisation 
Scrap the Rape Clause 

Organ Donation 
Telephone Tax 

WASPI Pensions 
Disability Confident 

Glow Gold Child Cancer 

Universal Basic Income 
Job Centre Closures 

Biomass Energy
Trident Renewal

UK Economy 
Chilcot Inquiry 

Brexit Article 50 
Welfare - PIP Appeals 

Restrictive regulation of trade unions 
UK military intervention in Syria 
The removal of housing benefit 
A reduction in benefits for disabled people

Debates

Oral Questions



The Constituency Office
My office can be a lifeline for people seeking assistance on a wide range of issues. Since 

May 2015, my constituency office staff have assisted me with almost 3,500 cases.

Iain Fraser, Office Manager

Louise McQuade, Caseworker

Agnes McAuley, Caseworker

Colin MacDonald, Researcher

"My role is to oversee the everyday management of the office, maintain Ronnie's 
diary and to ensure he is able to offer his support to as many local individuals 
and organisations as possible. It's pleasing that despite being open for less than 
two years, our office already has a good reputation for assisting constituents."

"A notable part of the role is the incredibly wide range of issues that we deal with 
on a day to day basis. As caseworkers we can advise constituents or contact 
other organisations on their behalf. We are also able to point constituents in the 
right direction if they need more specialised support."

"As Ronnie's researcher my job is to make sure that he has all the information he 
needs to represent Inverclyde in parliament. I provide briefings that can be used 
for speeches, parliamentary questions or constituent enquiries. I also assist 
constituents who have immigration specific enquiries."  

"As a caseworker it can be very rewarding to resolve long standing issues 
that people have experienced. It can also be challenging and we've recently seen
an upsurge in cases related to welfare and benefits. It's important for constituents
to be aware of our service and to know that help is available." 

Should I contact my MP or MSP?

Members of the UK Parliament (MP) deal with 'Reserved' matters.

Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSP) deal with 'Devolved' matters.

Benefits and Welfare 
Immigration 
Foreign Policy

Defence 
Broadcasting 
Consumer Rights

Education 
Tourism 
Law and Order

Energy 
Employment 
Trade and Industry

Health 
Sport and the Arts 
Public Records

Housing 
Social Services 
Transport



In Inverclyde

Constituency
work

In Numbers
3,423
Constituency Cases (2015-2017)

11
Days of Advice Surgeries

234
Local Meetings & Visits

3,411
2,248
Constituent Contacts (2015-2017)

The importance I place on casework is the reason why I've chosen to hire two full time 
caseworkers in Inverclyde, rather than staffing an office at Westminster.
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Although I am contacted about a 
range of local, national and 
international issues, the past year has 
seen a significant increase in cases 
relating specifically to welfare and 
pensions.  

My staff continue to work with 
Inverclyde HSCP and other local 
organisations in assisting constituents. 

I have concerns that UK Government 
'welfare reforms' are putting increased 
pressure on local organisations such 
as the Inverclyde Foodbank, Financial 
Fitness and the Inverclyde Council on 
Disability (ICOD).
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61%

Increase in 
Welfare Cases

Decrease in 
Crime Cases



Media
Getting your message across as an MP can 
be a challenge. By working constructively and 
building relationships with local and national 
press I have been able to highlight Inverclyde at 
every possible opportunity. I want to make sure 
that businesses, organisations and government 
ministers are aware of Inverclyde and our vast 
untapped potential.



3,411

The Year Ahead
Rebuilding Inverclyde won't happen overnight. With vision and hard work we can resolve 

our issues. After listening to constituents, these are my priorities for the year ahead.

Pushing forward with plans to redevelop Spango Valley, including 

the completion of a feasibility study. Jobs, not houses are the priority. 

To build on the relationships I've established with local organisations, 

like Inverclyde Council, in order to improve outcomes for constituents. 

Opposing UK Government welfare reforms, including changes to tax 

credits, PIP, ESA and the closure of the Port Glasgow job centre. 

Investigating better ways to tackle addiction, prostitution and poverty. 

We need an open and constructive discussion about decriminalisation 

of drugs and a universal basic income. 

Continuing to pressure service providers and public bodies to ensure 

that super-fast broadband is rolled-out as quickly as possible. 



Contact Details

ronnie.cowan.mp@parliament.uk

01475 721 877

@ronniecowan

@ronniecowansnp

20 Crawfurd Street, Greenock, PA15 1LJ


