
RONNIE
COWAN MP
2016 Year in Review



As we fast approach the end of the year, I felt it 
was an appropriate time to reflect on my work as 
Inverclyde's representative in the UK Parliament. 

2016 has been a momentous and sometimes 
dramatic year in politics. 

Despite that, my focus remains on bringing jobs, 
prosperity and opportunities to Inverclyde. 

In my report for 2016 I hope to highlight some of 
the work that I've undertaken throughout the 
year. 

Inverclyde still faces many serious challenges in 
the years ahead. I will continue to work with 
constituents of all political and no political 
backgrounds as we seek to address those 
issues. 

- Ronnie Cowan MP 

The Issues
The role of an MP can be varied, here are just some of the issues I've pursued this year.

Foreword

Basic Income and Welfare 

Broadband Speed

Employment

Gambling Related Harm 

Drugs Reform & Substance Abuse 

The UK Government's welfare system is failing the most vulnerable people in our society. My caseworkers have 
assisted many constituents who have experienced difficulties because of failures at the Department of Work and 
Pensions. As we look to the future, we should explore more progressive ideas, like a Universal Basic Income.

Many constituents, particularly in Inverkip and Kilmacolm, have expressed frustration at their internet speed. It's 
particularly vital that local businesses are not disadvantaged by slow internet in the digital age. I have already met with 
the UK Government and service providers in an effort to push for faster roll-out of broadband infrastructure.

Gambling addiction continues to blight our society. I have lobbied the UK Government to take action on Fixed Odds 
Betting Terminals (FOBTs) and I am a member of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on FOBTs at Westminster. I've 
also campaigned for the money in dormant betting accounts to be used to assist problem gamblers.

Employment and depopulation are the biggest issues facing the area. My primary focus has been on efforts to 
reindustrialise Inverclyde through the development of renewable energy. Discussions are at an early, but encouraging 
stage and I've managed to get some of Inverclyde's most prominent people around the table to discuss this issue. 

It's clear that the 'war on drugs' has failed and we need new solutions to tackle substance abuse. Other countries, 
such as Portugal, have de-criminalised drug use and have been more effective in getting people away from drugs. My 
motion regarding this issue attracted cross-party support in the UK Parliament and I hope this stimulates an open and
honest discussion about the future direction of drugs policy in Scotland.

Other Issues have included: Clyde Unexploded Ordnance, Women's Pensions, Childhood Obesity and Flooding.



The Numbers

2,797
Constituency Cases

48
Written Questions

65
Debate Contributions

11 Days
Of Constituent Surgeries

7
Oral Questions

234
Motions Supported

(1st January 2016 - 19th December 2016)

142
Parliamentary Votes

1,853
Constituent Contacts

227
Local Visits and Meetings



Media
Getting your message across as an MP can 
be a challenge. By working constructively and 
building relationships with local and national 
press I have been able to highlight Inverclyde at 
every possible opportunity. As we move into 
2017, I want to make sure that businesses, 
organisations and government ministers are 
aware of Inverclyde and our vast untapped 
potential.



Inverclyde's
Community Champions

One of the perks of being an elected member 
is having the opportunity to meet with the 
many organisations and businesses that are 
undertaking great work in our community.  

In a single year I meet with hundreds of 
groups to find out more about them or to hear 
their concerns regarding a specific problem. In 
many instances we work in partnership to 
address the issues facing the constituency.  

Sometimes the role of an MP is to work 
behind the scenes, building dialogue between 
different groups or businesses that have 
shared interests.  

In 2016 it has been a real pleasure to support 
the work of community organisations such as 
WEvolution and Belville Community Garden. 

I've also met with local businesses such as 
PG Paper, Ferguson Marine, Ardgowan 
Distillery and The Pirate and Bluebelle.  

Whether its community councils, third sector 
organisations or small businesses, there are 
many unsung heroes in Inverclyde. 

As we move into the new year I am keen to 
highlight the work of people who do so much 
for our community without any personal 
reward or recognition. 

I will also prioritise Inverclyde's need for jobs. 
An MP is in a unique position to bring together 
a wide range of organisations and I will 
continue to meet with local businesses and 
other relevant stakeholders as we sell 
Inverclyde as a place to do business.  

My door is always open for those that wish to 
meet. 



Contact Details
If you require assistance then please do not hesitate to get in touch with 

me and my constituency office team.

ronnie.cowan.mp@parliament.uk
01475 721 877

@ronniecowan

@ronniecowansnp

20 Crawfurd Street, Greenock, PA15 1LJ


